WASHINGTON IRVING

(1783-1859)

Washington Irving was born in New York on April 3, 1783, the-
son of a Scottish settler in America. Constant ill-health and a-
habitua^disinclination to serious study prevented him from winning-
University honours. Threatened with consumption, he went to-
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Europe in 1804, and on his return to America in 1806, he qualified
himself for the Bar. But he never practised in the law courts, and
led rather an idle life, spending a good deal of his time in fashion-
able society. In 1809 he published A History of New York under
the pseudonym of Diedrich Knickerbocker, supposed to be the name